Limited Medical Application Of Human Genome Project Noted.

BBC News (6/23, Luck-Baker) reported, "Ten years ago this week -- on 26 June 2000 -- President Bill Clinton invited scientists into the White House to announce that they had compiled their first draft of the human genome sequence." The researchers conducted the Human Genome Project to analyze "the entire DNA of what amounted to one individual person." It was expected that physicians would eventually be able to conduct genetic mapping for their patients to "reveal with precision...individual risks for the whole gamut of common diseases." 

        But, "medical applications thus far have been limited," AFP (6/23) reported. In fact, "the genome has yet to deliver on such hopes that it will unleash a golden age of medicine." Researchers have examined "the genetic make-up of over 3,000 individuals from 121 populations in Africa, four African American communities, and 60 non-African groups, including Europeans." 

        The UK's Guardian (6/23, McFadden) reported that "very few genes have been found that account for more than 1% of the risk of any...common diseases," and even "the most significant intelligence gene yet found is responsible for variation in individual intelligence equivalent to less than one IQ point." 

